
EPA and WorkSafe’s  
roles and responsibilities 

EPA sets base controls for substances  
(eg 1080)

Under Hazardous Substances and New 
Organisms Act (HSNO) for Safety Data Sheet 
(SDS), labelling, packaging, Tolerable Exposure 
Limits (TEL), disposal etc

Additional controls for 1080 set under HSNO are:

 – permissions have been delegated from the  
EPA under the HSNO Act 1996 Reg 95 A to: 
MoH and DOC

 – prohibition on the use of 1080

 – packaging of substances for sale for 
vertebrate pest control

 – restrictions on supply and acquisition  
of substance

 – restriction on aerial application of  
certain substances

 – reporting to EPA on misapplied, lost or  
split substances

 – notification of changes of composition

 – notification of aerial or ground based 
operations

 – aerial application – provision of information  
to the Authority

 – use restriction, TEL – water 

 – permissions required for application or use  
of substance.

Public health
 – Training and supervision of 
warranted HSNO officers 
are the responsibility of 
the Ministry of Health 
(MoH) for matters that 
relate to public health.

 – The use of Vertebrate 
Toxic Agents (VTAs) 
is covered by HSNO 
and Health and Safety 
at Work (Hazarous 
Substances) Regulations 
2017 (HSW(HS)) Regs 
Under the HSNO Act, 
operators intending  
to apply 1080 must 
obtain a permission  
from a public health 
unit in the area of the 
proposed operation.

 – Under this regime, Public 
Health Unit officers 
have the discretion to 
apply conditions to 
permissions to ensure 
that public health 
risks are assessed and 
managed effectively.

 – The MoH Model Permit 
Conditions aim to help 
officers manage the risk 
to public health resulting 
from the use of VTAs in 
pest control operations.

Department of 
Conservation
 – Training of DOC staff  
is the responsibility  
of DOC.

 – A Permission is also 
required from DOC 
for any VTA operation 
that is undertaken on 
land administered or 
managed by DOC.
The application will 
require you to provide 
information on a range 
of matters relating to the 
VTA operation, including 
the location of the 
treatment (operational) 
area, proposed control 
methods and outcomes 
of any consultation.

Environmental Protection Authority 
(EPA) approves hazardous 
substances for use in New Zealand 
(eg Sodium Fluoroacetate (1080))
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Enforcement of:
 – substances being introduced into the market: 

 - EPA under HSNO

 – all specific workplace use controls:

 - WorkSafe New Zealand under HSWA, and ecotoxic and disposal 
controls in workplaces under HSNO

 – substances outside the workplace:

 - Territorial Authorities: for all other public places, private dwellings  
or under Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA)

 – breaches of permissions

 - Public Health and DOC.

WorkSafe sets specific workplace use controls:
for substances that affect human health and safety under HSWA

For 1080 set in HSW (HS) regs:

 – Controlled Substance Licence (CSL), Reg 13.12, 13.13

 – certified handler requirement, Reg 13.9

 – additional recording and notification requirements for 1080, Reg 13.5

 – importation of Sodium Fluoroacetate (1080), Reg 13.6

 – requirements for aircraft carry out aerial application, Reg 13.20

 – restricted access to vicinity where 1080 applied, Reg 13.21

 – signage, Reg 13.19

 – additional requirements for emergency management, Reg 13.45

 – Workplace Exposure Standards (WES), 1080, bio 0.05 mg/m3 airborne 
exposure standard.


