
WorkSafe’s strategy: 2018-2022

Statement  
of Intent 

Our SOI sets 
out our context, 

priorities and 
impacts for the 
next four years
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Drive organisational excellence:
Strengthen our people and culture 
We have capable and engaged people leading health and safety. 

Enhance our technology, data and infrastructure 
We are a learning organisation where our people are enabled with the right tools, data and information to do  
their jobs effectively.

Future-proof our organisation
We’ll deliver the best benefit to New Zealanders through sustainable funding used in a targeted and effective way. 
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System targets

catastrophic events

0
reduction in work-
related fatalities  

and injuries

25%
Fatalities from electrical 

and gas accidents  
trend down 

reduction in asbestos 
disease by 2040

50%

Everyone who goes to work comes 
home healthy and safe

What we are aiming for

People value health  
and safety

Our work encourages people  
to value health and safety  
as part of good business

Collective approach  
to health and safety

Our work leads the health  
and safety system towards  

shared goals

Health and safety  
improves wellbeing

Our work enables good health  
and safety to improve people’s 

quality of life
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LEPTOSPIROSIS: FARM DOGS  

(AND OTHER PETS IN RURAL AREAS)

WHAT IS LEPTOSPIROSIS?

Leptospirosis is an infectious disease 

transmitted from animals to humans  

(a zoonosis), and from animal to animal, 

through cuts or cracks in the skin or through 

the mucous membranes of the eyes, nose 

or mouth. It is present in almost all warm-

blooded mammals, including farm, domestic 

and feral animals. 

Leptospirosis spreads easily, and is caused  

by bacteria known as leptospires that multiply 

in the kidneys of animals and are shed in  

the urine. The bacteria thrive in moist or  

wet conditions and can survive for months. 

HOW ARE PEOPLE INFECTED?

People can catch leptospirosis from infected 

animal urine. Even a splash or fine spray of urine 

or indirect contact with urine-contaminated 

water can spread large numbers of leptospires. 

Cuts, sores and skin grazes increase the risk of 

infection, as does licking your lips and eating 

or smoking before washing and drying hands. 

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS IN PEOPLE?

or severely, may not show symptoms. 

Infection may just feel like a bad case of the 

flu, with headaches and fever. Severe cases 

can result in permanent complications, usually 

kidney or liver damage. Some people may 

be unable to work for months and, in severe 

cases, be unable to return to running their 

farm. The disease can keep coming back. 

Pregnant women can miscarry. Death from 

infection is rare.

WHO IS AT RISK OF INFECTION?

Although infection in dogs is much less 

common than in livestock, infected dogs do 

pose a risk to humans and other animals. 

Some farm dogs will carry the disease and 

spread it without becoming unwell themselves.

HOW ARE DOGS INFECTED? 

Like other farm animals, dogs are infected by 

contact with infected animal urine. Farm dogs 

spend a lot of time in the water, drinking out 

of puddles and running in the yards, and they 

stay wet after it rains.
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TO BE UPDATED TO 

REFLECT LATEST  

LEGISLATIVE  

CHANGES

Ground or strata instability
 

in underground mines  

and tunnels

APRIL 2017

APPROVED  
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HARM PREVENTION

Statement of 
Performance 
Expectations
Our SPE provides 
detailed performance 
measures to track 
progress against  
our core roles

Our role

Our people are working to transform health  
and safety performance towards world-class
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Deliver the right mix  
of services in the  
right way
We are optimising our 
services and tools to 
support best practice  
and lift health and  
safety capability

1 Build our harm prevention 
approach
We are working to reduce  
harm through targeted,  
evidence-based programmes

We enable workers to participate 
in and influence health and safety 
improvement

2 Grow effective strategic 
relationships
We use the influence and  
insights of our strategic  
partners to work together  
to drive system-wide changes
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Our focus areas

OUR LEVERS
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Strategic intentions 




